CURRICULUM VITA

Smita Avasthi

3516 NE 75th St., Apt. 6, Seattle, WA 98115

savasthi@u.washington.edu, 206-729-1474

EDUCATION:

MLIS expected in August 2006, University of Washington

PhD in English, December 1999, University of Oregon

MA in English, August 1995, University of Oregon

BA in English with honors, June 1991, Lewis and Clark College

WORK EXPERIENCE:

Seattle Public Library, June 2006-present. Works at the reference desk at a branch of a city library. Assists patrons, demonstrates the use of resources, handles patron requests, and works with Horizon interfaces. Participates in collection development, performs weeding projects, and assists in the implementation of library programs.

UW McKinstry Fellow, September 2005-present. Performs various functions in the University of Washington Libraries, such as providing reference and information services, offering classroom instruction on research methods, and designing projects for collection development. Works with Innovative Millennium interfaces and with a variety of print and electronic journals. Teaches undergraduates how to search for and evaluate research materials and assists library patrons.

MLIS candidate, August 2004-present. Course work in library science includes classes in reference services, instruction and training methods, indexing and abstracting, and research methods. Responded to information requests as a volunteer for the Internet Public Library and shadowed at the reference desk of the Oregon Historical Society. Designs and hand-codes web pages using HMTL and CSS while learning XML and SQL.

Editor, January 2002-August 2003. Directed the content and synthesized information for two volumes of a reference book published by Facts on File, Inc. Researched, developed, and created a manuscript of more than one million words. Edited for accuracy, consistency, clarity, brevity, and grammar. Wrote summaries and introductory material. Worked independently as part of an editorial team in an electronic environment.

Writer, January 2000-May 2001. Developed web content for Anderson Merchandisers. Researched and wrote more than 400 articles and provided more than 700 pages of content for an emerging website. Coded the articles in HMTL and posted them to a cross-referenced, online database. Conducted research over the Internet and worked independently in a completely electronic environment.

College Instructor, September 1994-June 2005. Taught courses in composition, literature, and cultural studies at the University of Oregon, Lewis and Clark College, Portland Community College, and Portland State University. Developed curricula, designed courses, presented lectures, evaluated papers, advised students in individual conferences, constructed and graded exams and quizzes, organized workshops and peer review groups.

AWARDS AND HONORS:

McKinstry Fellow, University of Washington Libraries, Autumn 2005


Certified Internet Webmaster, Lane Community College, Summer 2000

Graduate Research Award, University of Oregon, Spring 1999

Certificate for Excellence in Teaching, University of Oregon, Spring 1998

Graduate Travel Award, University of Oregon, Winter 1997

Graduate Research Award, University of Oregon, Spring 1994

UNIVERSITY SERVICE:
iPeer Administrator at the iSchool, University of Washington, December 2005-present. Worked with three other students to update, maintain, and populate a database that links incoming students to veteran students in the MLIS program. Developed guiding documents, created promotional flyers, updated website, and matched mentors with students based upon a revised questionnaire.

Information Literacy Steering Committee at the University of Washington Libraries, September 2005-present. Contributes to groups assigned to develop and improve library web pages, to integrate library instruction in the curriculum, and to develop online reference tools. Compiles research regarding information literacy, college writing centers, and the use of library instruction to further the development of critical reading and writing skills.

Volunteer Evaluation Project at Portland Community College, November 2004-May 2005. Assessed the library’s collection of literature resources at Portland Community College. Designed the project, worked independently, created Excel and MS Word documents to evaluate the availability of resources at three different campuses in order to aid in purchasing decisions and collection development.

Graduate Student Supervisor at Portland State University, January 2005-March 2005. Supervised graduate students who were working as TAs in University Studies. Collaborated on curricula, lesson plans, and methods of evaluation. Coordinated the content of small discussion sessions with lectures, integrated work from supervised peer groups into the course design, and advised graduate students on pedagogical methods.

Graduate Mentor at the University of Oregon, January 1999-June 1999, January 1997-March 1997. Served as an adviser for incoming graduate student instructors in the composition department. Supervised and evaluated the performance of apprentice composition teachers. Discussed pedagogy, classroom management, curriculum development, and evaluation methods. Acted as a liaison between the composition director and the student teacher.

Graduate Student Committee Member at the University of Oregon, October 1995-March 1996. Acted as a graduate student liaison on an English departmental search committee for a faculty member in postmodern and contemporary literature. Reviewed vitae, attended interviews and faculty meetings, organized events, conducted graduate student discussions, and liaised between graduate students, English professors, and members of the administration.

ACADEMIC CONFERENCES: 

Speaker, Twentieth Century Literature Conference, University of Louisville, February 1999, February 1997. Presented original scholarship and research papers on modern literature, women’s writing, and early century European politics. Fielded questions and participated in discussions.

Speaker and Moderator at the annual conference on pedagogical methods in college composition at the University of Oregon, September 1999, September 1998,  September 1997, September 1996. Topics addressed at panels include course organization and design, diversity and composition studies, and politics in the classroom. Fielded questions, directed discussions, organized meetings for panel members before and after the conferences.

Speaker, National Graduate Women’s Studies Conference at the University of California, San Diego, April 1994. Presented original research paper about rhetorical methods that affect narratives about violence against women. Fielded questions, participated in discussions, contributed to round table sessions.

PRINT PUBLICATIONS:

Day by Day: 1990s. Co-editor. New York: Facts on File, Inc., October 2003.

Cold Flame: A Novel. (under review).

REFERENCES:
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Jane Holman, Director of Composition, Department of English and Modern Languages, Portland Community College, Sylvania Campus, 12000 SW 49th Ave., Portland, OR 97219, 503-977-8026,jane.holman@pcc.edu

Phil Edwards, Instructor, University of Washington, The Information School, Box 352840, Mary Gates Hall, Seattle, WA, 98195-2840, 206-221-6402, pme2@u.washington.edu
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